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AND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, b 


| & REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
’ traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
" security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE ST. 


' country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism 


ut when authoritative evidence indicates our 





“What Can I Do?” 
‘ Mrs. Alfred T. Abeles of Wil- 
5 mette, IIl., began a big project with 
‘the following assets: an idea plus 
‘friends in her church plus a spare 
) bedroom. The result—in the space 
of just a few years, nearly 300 new 
, American citizens, once refugees 
‘from Iron Curtain countries, are re- 
| established in new jobs and homes. 
The Abeles, who lost a son in World 
War I, at first decided to educate a 
» young European as a living remem- 
\brance of their fighter-pilot son. 
| They selected a Polish youth who 
arrived in 1949 and is now a teach- 
er of mathematics at Northwestern 
7 University. After their successful 
experience with this first refugee, 
3 Mr. and Mrs. Abeles asked each 
other “Why stop here?” 
Working through a committee in 
) the First Congregational Church 
of Wilmette, and the Congrega- 
tional - Christian World Service 
) Committee, Mrs. Abeles brought 
new life and opportunity to a 
| steady stream of war victims from 
eleven different East European coun- 
tries and five faiths. They now call 
her their “American mother.” 
Through her efforts, the spare bed- 
rooms in 18 Wilmette homes have 
been opened for refugees until jobs 
are found and permanent living 
quarters established. A month’s 
rent and grocery money is advanced 
until the first pay check is received. 
“They have all repaid us,” re- 
} ports Mrs. Abeles. “And they all 
add a little more to help the next 
fellow, so the work finances it- 
| self.” These refugees are first in- 
troduced to America through Mrs. 
Abeles’ kitchen, trying out their 
new English vocabulary over cof- 
fee cups with neighbors and newly 
» made friends. Clothes are rounded 
up, interviews arranged and cars 
assigned to take them to find their 
first jobs. Mrs. Abeles reports that 
at the moment her spare bedroom 
is empty, but that 26 more refu- 
gees are expected soon. 
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HE ART OF GIVING: Gifts are a means of symbolizing and shar- 
ing a milestone in life, an event or experience. 

CHRISTMAS brought the world its greatest experience of new 
light and life. To symbolize and share the meaning of Bethlehem in 
some small manner is the art of Christmas giving. A gift subscription to 
Between The Lines does this in a unique way. It brings new light, pene- 
trating and authoritative; a greater sense of life through increased un- 
derstanding as we feel and share more deeply the lives of millions of 
others in our world. And it costs so little — only $1.50 per year. For 
every 5 subscriptions, you will receive, without cost, a copy of Charles 
A. Wells’ beautifully designed book The Great Alternative (regularly 
priced at $2.); for 10 subscriptions, you will receive one extra sub- 
scription without cost. An appropriate card announcing your gift sub- 
scription will be mailed in your name to each recipient on your list. 
Mail us your list today. 

AS A GIFT OR GREETING — The editor’s new book, 
Think on These Things, a collection of timely drawings and thought- 
provoking paragraphs by Charles A. Wells. (The price just $1. postpaid; 
it has 87 pages, 6 by 9 inches in size, the cover dramatically designed 
in rich blue on white in heavy-paper binding.) Many are ordering two 
or more copies. Send in your list today, with check or money order, to 








Between The Lines Press, Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 





X-Ray and Forecast 


OMBS OR FOOD? A painful reappraisal of U. S. foreign policy is 
being forced upon official Washington. Underneath the usual head- 
lines and broadcasts about H-bombs and the continued threat of war, we 
are discovering that deeper tides are beginning to twist the world off its 
present political and military axis. The new Russian smile and shake-hands 
program which we deride is making a surprising impact. 

Russia is launching an economic aid program over a 700 mile front 
across Asia and the Near East, a strategy that is striking hard where the 
U. S. has shipped guns and planes and ignored hunger. The Truman Ad- 
ministration envisioned this possibility and launched the Point Four pro- 
gram. But the GOP didn’t want any of Harry’s footprints around, so the 
Eisenhower Administration killed Point Four after it had gotten a very 
promising start, substituting an increased shipment of guns for the 
hungry peoples. So now, if Russian economic aid begins to cut in under 
our newly built gun bastions, offering bread and tools to hungry countries, 
how long can we depend on those guns, for which we paid billions, to 
point towards Russia? Which way might those guns be turned someday? 
Even our military extremists are having some chilling thoughts about this. 

AFTER SPENDING BILLIONS ON ARMAMENTS, we now 
must recognize that only a comparatively few millions in economic aid 
can win great victories; that a minimum of capital investment provides a 
maximum of diplomatic power in the most crucial areas of the 
world. Witness how the Soviets — their program barely started with only 
comparatively minor offers to India, Burma, Thailand, Egypt and a few 
others — have electrified Asia and the Near East. Now it is the U. S. 
which seems distant, remote, aloof; whereas the Russians were but recent- 
ly backward themselves and without industrial development. 


THERE IS STILL TIME for the VU. S. to move: Our skill and re- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Hell On Wheels? 


The week of Nov. 20 witnessed 
an explosive rebellion among 
40,000 retail automobile dealers 
throughout the country. Thousands 
of complaints are now flooding 
Congress with demands that legis- 
lation be enacted to curb the meth- 
ods which automobile manufactur- 
ers are using to force dealers to ac- 
cept and dispose of quotas of new 
cars, irrespective of the financial 
consequences to the dealer. The 
manufacturer is assured of his 
profit through uniform wholesaling 
methods, but the dealer is com- 
pelled to accept price cuts, cooper- 
ate on sales methods that absorb 
the dealers’ profits and other dras- 
tic promotional schemes that leave 
him little but grief. The National 
Automobile Dealers Association 
frankly states that while “General 
Motors and Ford fight it out for 
the first place on the market, they 
will break every small dealer in the 
country unless something is done.” 
The association states, “We have 
never favored Government regula- 
tion or interference with business, 
but the choice is between an over- 
production that will ruin thousands 
of dealers — or acceptance of Gov- 
ernment regulation.” 


Rear Admiral F. J. Bell (retired) 
executive vice-president of the 
dealers association, called the 
present dealer franchise agreement 
“a one-sided docurnent that inspires 
fear, doubt and confusion.” Ad- 
miral Bell added that “while Gen- 
eral Motors boast they will buy 
back any cars considered excessive 
that have been shipped to the deal- 
er, no dealer dares to take them up 
on that. He knows what it would 
mean.” The dealers association 
states that the public is also being 
hurt by the methods of manufac- 
turers whose “advertising is becom- 
ing ridiculously misleading.” The 
dealers warn of a vast decrease in 


service facilities if the high pres- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Hell On Wheels? 


(continued) 

sure methods continue. Car owners 
will be left without dependable 
service as new cars are being in- 
creasingly sold by fly-by-night, cut- 
price operators who get their 
marked - down merchandise from 
some big distributor favored by the 
manufacturer. A Senate subcom- 
mittee sent questionaires out to 
40,000 dealers, and over half of 
them replied that they were being 
victimized by pressure methods. 

The auto manufacturers have 
given the average American great- 
er freedom and privilege of move- 
ment than was enjoyed by the em- 
perors of Rome. Will avarice and 
social blindness destroy all that has 
been built? This example of thou- 
sands of auto dealers demanding 
that the Government “control the 
auto industry” is what Between The 
Lines has meant when we have 
warned that the threat of the future 
resides not in communism or a de- 
pression but in the loss of economic 
freedom resulting from the spiritual 
failure and moral blindness of busi- 
ness itself. It isn’t communism that 
threatens our capitalism but our big- 
gest capitalists. Is it the aim of this 
generation of auto manufacturers 
“to send America to hell on wheels” 
as one irate dealer put it? 

Two other little publicized fac- 
tors, back of the present auto sales 
dilemma, add to the atmosphere of 
irresponsibility: (1) There has been 
an underground conflict between 
the auto manufacturers and safety 
officials over the matter of safety 
in car styling and equipment. Safe- 
ty Officials and automobile engi- 
neers have pled with the leading 
manufacturers to de-emphasize, in 
sales promotion and advertising, the 
talk of high speed, quick get-away 
and pick-up, with super-powerful 
engines, which encourage high 
speed, recklessness and death on 
the highways. Engineers have also 
urged a much more extensive adap- 
tion of safety devices than have so 
far appeared on new models. The 
auto manufacturers have vigorous- 
ly opposed these suggestions be- 
cause “they would hurt sales.” Talk 
of safety would decrease enthusi- 
asm for the new model high-speed 
automobiles. “If people are encour- 
aged to drive cautiously and safe- 
ly,” complain the manufacturers, 
“they may decide to’ keep their 
present cars another year.” 

(2) Radical new body and engine 
designs have also been developed 
that would greatly increase the life 
of the average family automobile, 
reduce its running cost and add 
much to safety and comfort of mo- 
toring. But such improvements 
would also reduce the amount of 
money spent by the average Amer- 


ican family for the cost and main- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 





X-Ray and Forecast = (continued) 


sources vastly outweigh anything the Soviets can draw upon. Moreover, 
Russia must maneuver against her own gnawing shortages; we have groan- 
ing surpluses! As Edgar Snow has pointed out in three brilliant articles in 
the Nation, the U. S. should not act alone — even with all our surpluses — 
in meeting this new phase of the cold war. Among the millions over the 
earth who are seeking national self realization and relief from hunger, we 
will only increase divisions and tensions unless we throw all our resources 
in with those organizations that unite men, that build cooperation and 
goodwill. Only then can we completely cut the ground out from under the 
Communist program which by its very doctrinaire must depend upon sus- 
picion, hatred, fear and antagonisms. 


UBLIC SUPPORT OF UN GAINS: The Gallup poll reports that 
80 per cent of the public now believes that the United Nations is do- 
ing a good job. The people know that war has become impossible, that 
peace must be made to work. It is noteworthy that Republicans in support 
of the UN averaged 83 per cent — 3 points higher than the average for 
Democrats, this despite the powerful isolationist Bricker anti-UN faction. 
WORLD SUPPORT FOR THE UN is visibly gaining. No nation 
wants to get out, all nations want to get in. After France and South Africa 
walked out on sessions attempting to deal with the turmoil in French Mor- 
occo and Algiers, or race suppression in South Africa, delegates were ea- 
ger to slip back into their places as soon as a face-saving device could be set 
up. The UN slowly gains power—and it is moral power, not physical force. 
India’s influence is gaining in the UN, and is a very wholesome in- 
fluence — friendly toward Russia, yet strongly anti-Communist. There is 
something incredibly puerile about the antagonism towards India among 
many American politicians. India’s weight as a neutral keeps the world 
pulled together. India, with the second largest population and among the 
oldest and richest cultural traditions in the world, is a keystone in the arch 
between East and West. Without this great weight of neutrality to keep 
the strident forces of both the communistic and the capitalist-democratic 
blocs attentive to the voices of the masses who are neither Communist nor 
capitalist, extremists on both sides would soon trip the world into war. 
THE CONFLICT OVER THE ACCEPTANCE OF NEW MEM- 
BER NATIONS into the UN has become hypocritical and absurd. It is 
time the U. S. proved its worthiness to lead the free people of all nations 
by demanding that the stalemate be broken through the simple act of open- 
ing the UN doors to all nations — without exception. Russia would not 
dare oppose this. British and Canadian UN leaders are understood to be 
privately urging this upon the U. S. But for so long UN negotiators have 
been playing the intricate game of favoring their own candidates for admis- 
sion, while blocking the other fellow’s proposals, that it seems hard to 
switch to such a simple straightforward move. 


AITH IN THE PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS can be 

greatly encouraged by more attention to the Organization of Ameri- 
can States and the Pan-American Union — two institutions which have 
been operating jointly for years among 27 South and Central American 
nations. The OAS was organized at the Bogata Conference in 1948 and 
the Pan-American Union, which serves as the secretariate of the OAS, has 
evolved from out of the many different bodies launched to develop inter- 
national cooperation in Latin America during the last century. 

These organizations have functioned as peace-making agencies, 
have often adjusted conflicts. Occasionally (the latest, the flare-up be- 
tween Costa Rica and Nicaragua), the OAS and PANAM have pulled 
nations back from the brink of war. The officials of these institutions in 
Washington and in Latin American capitals work patiently and skillfully. 
They get no headlines, receive little reward, yet they have made this Hemi- 
sphere largely one of peace. They have proved that moral authority can 
be mobilized and utilized to still the roar of guns. These organizations act 
as a living working moral police force, patroling the lanes of trade and the 
frontiers of hemispheric political life. Headlines are quick to spread the 
fever of hate and war but slow to record the work and devotion of men 
who build peace. Many Washington leaders ignore these groups as if they 
were a threat to “the American way”; if so what has the American way 
become? 


IME IS RUNNING OUT — this is the warning inherent in the latest 

Supreme Court action on desegregation. In past forecasts, we have 
pictured the court’s attitude on desegregation as one of gradualism, toler- 
ant and slow-paced, which would give whatever time needed to work the 
problem out in communities where segregation is the tradition. It now ap- 
pears that the Supreme Court intends to increase the pressure and to speed 
up desegregation. The court is now making it forcefully clear that racial 


segregation in all its phases must be considered illegal and unconstitutional 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Hell On Wheels? 


(continued) 
tenance of the family car, hence 


opportunity for a remarkable ad. 
vance in auto efficiency and econ. 
omy is either ignored or vigorous. 
ly opposed by manufacturers. 

The new designs provide much 
greater maneuverability and safety 
in mud, sand, snow and ice, and in. 
clude engineering systems _ that 
would eliminate the clutch and gear 


a 


E 


systems entirely, and provide much | 


more efficient wheel traction, sus. 
pension and braking. The famous 
auto engineer, Harry Ferguson, who 
once was paid $9 million by. the 
Ford Motor Co. for infringements 
on his patents, has announced his 
intention of organizing an automo. 
bile company in Britain to produce 
cars with these new designs. Fer- 
guson’s revolutionary innovations 
have been blocked by American 
producers in the past. His British 
firm will first use the radically new 


designs in a small jeep-type vehi- | 


cle to prove their efficiency. 





BUSINESS WITH A HEART: 
A prominent manufacturer of la- 
dies hats recently lost his lease 
with the sale of the building in 
midtown New York where he had 
operated for many years. He had 
become well-off, had a farm in the 
country where he would have liked 
to retire to breed fine stock. In- 
stead he is still combing crowded 
Manhattan for space for his busi- 
ness — because he _ knows _ that 
many of his older employees would 
never get other jobs again if he 
went out of business. “I couldn't 
sleep nights if I retired, because I'd 
worry about how this one and that 
one was managing.” 


News and Secrecy 

Many of the nation’s leading 
news specialists have testified be- 
fore congressional committees that 
information about Government ac- 
tivities is being suppressed or “man- 
aged” to an extent that seriously 
impairs the citizen’s right to infor- 
mation about his Government. A 
dozen editors, publishers, writers 
have demanded that Congress do 
something to curb the increasing 
practice of secrecy in matters that 
have nothing to do with military 
weapons or strategy. Newsmen_ have 
charged certain Federal authori- 
ties with reprisals after publication 
of news contrary to the wishes of 
these officials, although the news 
was considered by the reporters to 
be of vital importance to readers. 

THE AMERICAN CIVIL LIB- 
ERTIES UNION, augmenting 


these complaints, reports such ex- 
amples as the Internal Revenue 
Service refusing to let the public 
be warned that tavern keepers have 


been fined for watering liquor be- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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News and Secrecy 

(continued) 
cause “the tax settlement was a 
confidential compromise between 
the revenue service and the tavern 
keepers.” It was also cited that 
the Defense Department refused to 
release pictures of new Russian 
planes two months after they had 
been flown over Moscow in public 
review! Political officials in Wash- 
ington are accused of using their 
authority to suppress news unfavor- 
able to their departments or “angl- 
ing” reports that disguise failures 
and play up minor successes. The 
State Department has been repeat- 
edly charged with such practices in 
diplomatic matters. The American 
Society of Newspaper Editors has 
informed Congress that they intend 
to pry open the sources of news 
in Washington if it takes legislation 
to do it. 


Truman Memoirs 

The publication of former Presi- 
dent Truman’s first volume of 
memoirs Year of Decisions brings 
back in true perspective the place 
Mr. Truman will have in the na- 
tion’s history. Because many of the 
leading voices in radio and press 
have been sponsored by reactionary 
forces of the GOP, the American 
people have seldom received an ac- 
curate or fair estimate of the con- 
tribution Mr. Truman made to the 
cause of democracy and peace, and 
the quality of his leadership. Now 
in his memoirs, which have been 
serialized in leading magazines and 
newspapers throughout the nation, 
millions have for the first time be- 
come acquainted with the real Mr. 
Truman. His shortcomings are still 
apparent; his mistakes but thinly 
veiled through the pages of his 
frank review of events. 

Dr. Allen Nevins, one of Ameri- 
ca’s leading historians and authority 
on the lives of our Presidents, 
comments that Mr. Truman “has 
written in precisely the way we 
would expect: crisp, vigorous, hon- 
est, sometimes a bit oversimplified, 
and with his own appealing mix- 
ture of modesty and self confi- 
dence .. . As a literary perform- 
ance it does not achieve a place 
among the best memoirs of our 
times. Nevertheless this is a volume 
of distinction with force, clarity 
and sincerity. . . . It well expresses 
one of the most conscientious, dy- 
namic (within his horizons), clear- 
sighted Presidents we’ve ever had.” 


This evaluation of Mr. Truman 
as one of the most “conscientious, 
dynamic and clear-sighted Presi- 
dents we’ve ever had,” even when 
we have accounted for his limited 
horizons and inadequacies as an ex- 
ecutive, will no doubt stand as the 
general appraisal history will make 


of him. How different from the 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


STILL THE GREATEST 














X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


as of the present, that its practice must be discontinued as soon as legal 
machinery can be set up to enforce the laws. 

THE SOUND OF THIS LEGAL WHIP-LASH was heard in the 
high court’s recent action condemning segregation on Georgia golf courses, 
Maryland public parks, swimming pools, bath houses and beaches, and re- 
versing the Oklahoma law which required Negro candidates seeking public 
office to be identified by race on the ballots. The Interstate Commerce 
Commission has ordered the enforcement of the Supreme Court’s ruling 
on desegregation on all public transportation systems, including station 
waiting rooms; within a few weeks, the signs “White” and “Colored” 
must come down. Since the court has already made segregation illegal in 
public schools, in job and voting rights, this last action almost completes 
the circle. Only one more important step remains to be taken — a declara- 
tion against all racial restrictions in housing and property ownership. 

The Supreme Court has previously decreed that contracts and co- 
venants maintaining segregation in the sale of real estate have no standing 
before the law. What remains now is for some Negro families, who have 
been barred from moving into properties which have been purchased for 
them in white areas, to bring suit in the Supreme Court against city and 
state officials who are enforcing segregation statutes. The high court will 
act promptly and conclusively whenever this happens. With the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People now girding itself for 
a drive against segregation in housing of all kinds, action of this nature is 
sure to come. The court had apparently hoped that its ruling on segrega- 
tion covenants in property ownership would suffice to warn of the law’s 
intent. It is now obvious that if the one warning shot in the air is not 
enough, the court will not hesitate to fire both barrels. 

WHAT NEXT? The Supreme Court will now wait until the lower 
courts have done what they can to enforce the law. If the law is not en- 
forced in any area within the U. S. and action is carried from lower courts 
to the Supreme Court by victims of continued segregation, the crackdown 
will come. We once thought it would be 10 years, considering the steps 
taken in 18 months. We now believe two more years will see great changes. 

MARYLAND IS COMPLYING with the high court’s ruling on 
segregation in public parks, swimming pools, beaches, as the state has al- 
ready courageously done in education. But in Georgia resentment and re- 
bellion mount — especially among politicians and most of the press. The 
Supreme Court’s latest action directed the city of Atlanta to open its 
famous Bobby Jones public golf course to Negroes. That was a stinger! In 
Georgia and in all the deep South, as the pressure increases, efforts will be 
made to dodge desegregation by reincorporating many public schools as 
“private schools,” “private” playgrounds, clubs or recreation centers, etc. 
Court action then will be brought to declare many of these facilities pub- 
lic domains, exposing the fraudulent claims to private management. Such 


action will consume time, and meanwhile long-range trends will be real- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Truman Memoirs 
(continued) 

carping voices so familiar in radio 
and press! GOP political experts 
have frequently conceded that it 
was Truman’s_ conscientiousness 
and dynamic courage which car- 
ried him to victory through the 
waves of mud and vindictiveness in 
the election campaign in 1948. 

It should be added, however, 
that unaccountable evasion mars 
the Truman memoirs — an evasion 
that may also be found in Church- 
il’s war records. Both refuse to ac- 
knowledge the glaring injustice of 
the atomic bombing of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. They both shun any 
recognition of the considerable his- 
torical evidence which indicates: 
that atomic slaughter was not re- 
quired to win the war against Ja- 
pan; that the nuclear attack was 
launched at the very time the Ja- 
panese Emperor and civil authori- 
ties were sincerely trying to arrange 
a surrender. These facts have been 
largely withheld from the Ameri- 
can people because of the sour note 
they introduce into the martial 
strains that lead our military onward. 


Certainly Truman and Churchill 
know that the American Navy had 
made secret approaches to the Jap- 
anese Emperor, found him eager to 
surrender because of the growing 
helplessness and suffering of the 
Japanese people. Certainly they 
knew — when the atom bombs 
were dropped — that U. S. Naval 
Intelligence agents had plans well 
under way for the Emperor to 
make recordings of the surrender 
proclamation (for broadcasts). It 
has also been established through 
many authoritative sources (Admi- 
ral Nimitz so testified before Con- 
gress) that the Emperor had sent 
numerous peace feelers and one 
definite offer to surrender through 
Moscow where it was held up 
through the conniving of Stalin 
who wished to enter Russian forces 
into the war against Japan before 
the surrender could be arranged. 

Moreover, in his discussion of 
the messages received from Tokyo 
following the Allies’ demand for 
unconditional surrender, Mr. Tru- 
man ignores the well-known fact 
that a mistaken translation of one 
Japanese word was all that prevent- 
ed Tokyo’s acceptance of the Allies’ 
terms. One of Japan’s leading edi- 
tors, who served in the Japanese 
foreign office at the time of the 
surrender, has testified that the 
message sent to Truman in re- 
sponse to the Allies’ demand for 
unconditional surrender contained 
the word “mokusatsu” which was 
intended to convey the meaning 
that the Japanese war cabinet was 
“withholding comment on the ulti- 


matum,” that “a decision as yet had 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Truman Memoirs 
(continued) 

not been announced.” Subsequently 
it was discovered that the Tokyo 
war cabinet had been feverishly 
trying to arrange for the uncondi- 
tional surrender at that time but 
were having to cope with the prob- 
lems involved with the fanatical 
Tokyo army leadership. But in the 
dispatch handed to Truman “mo- 
kusatsu” was mistakenly translated 
to say that the war cabinet was 
“ignoring the ultimatum,” rather 
than merely withholding comment 
for the time being. (For details, 
see the report by United Press cor- 
respondent Wm. J. Coughlin in 
Harpers Magazine, March, 1953. 
For full data on Navy surrender 
negotiations with Japan, see Admi- 
ral Zacharias’ documented report 
in Look Magazine, May 23, 1950; 
also see Admiral Ernest G. King’s 
book, A Navy Record—Norton,’52). 

These and many more docu- 
ments establish strong evidence that 
the bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, with the needless slaugh- 
ter of over 250,000 Japanese civil- 
ians, was one of the most terrible 
military errors in the history of the 
world. (Our Government also still 
ignores the Japanese Government's 
casualty figures on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki which were much greater 
than the U. S. estimates.) 

What shall be said of men who 
sat in on these decisions and by 
either unaccountable ignorance or 
pompous evasion, try to pretend it 
didn’t happen? What will be their 
final measure in history? 

When all this has been said, 
there are other phases of Mr. Tru- 
man’s memoirs that have profound 
meaning for us: Between The Lines 
has often mentioned that one of 
the menacing elements involved in 
military thinking is the disregard 
for basic economic values. Gen- 
erals and admirals are never given 
medals for fighting battles eco- 
nomically; they are often given 
medals for winning battles in which 
they wasted millions of dollars 
worth of materiel needlessly. In 
commenting on his experience in 
dealing with the American mili- 
tary chiefs, Mr. Truman comments: 

“From the time I became Presi- 
dent I made it plain, in my rela- 
tions with the military, that I was 
interested in the details of actual 
administration as much as in the 
larger objectives. I had implicit 
faith and trust in Marshall, but I 
took the position that the President, 
as the Commander in Chief, had to 
know everything that was going on. 
I had had just enough experience 
to know that if you are not careful, 
the military will hedge you in. 

“It had long been customary for 
the ‘high brass’ in the Army and 
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ized through the following pivotal adjustments: 

(1) Negroes, many of whom are now admittedly unprepared and 
unable to assume the privileges that are being opened to them, will rapidly 
mature under the new stimuli and, in increasing numbers, reach the place 
of responsibility and worthiness that will make their newly acquired oppor- 
tunities deserved. (2) There will be an increase in the number of white peo- 
ple in the South who comprehend the situation and believe that the Su- 
preme Court’s action has been inevitable and, in the long run, desireable. 
Far more Southern citizens are in this category than is generally believed. 
(3) In such states as Mississippi, parts of Alabama, Georgia and South Car- 
olina, there will likely be a considerable shift in population — with many 
areas that are now 50 per cent, or more, colored becoming all colored 
as whites move out. 

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP in communities where there is ten- 
sion holds the fate of these new relationships in its hands. Where white and 
Negro Christian leaders work closely together there is a minimum of ten- 
sion and seldom any violence. At best it will be a time of painful adjust- 
ments; there is no escaping that. We have pointed in earlier reports to 
some of the difficulties ahead in education due to inadequacies that pre- 
vent racial equality from becoming real until there has been a longer period 
of equality of opportunity. 


(continued) 


HAT IS THE NAACP? The struggle over desegregation has brought 

a storm of misrepresentation and controversy over the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Colored People. The NAACP is ac- 
cused of Communist origins, of Communist leadership and ideals; through- 
out the South it is said to be made up of dangerous Reds and radicals. 

HERE ARE THE FACTS: The NAACP is interracial in member- 
ship as well as in leadership, with both Republicans and Democrats promi- 
nent in its ranks. Vice-President Nixon and other distinguished conserva- 
tives have been on its membership roll. The organization was actually 
started in 1909 by white people who became concerned over racial matters 
after a race riot in Springfield, Ill. Such noted names as Lincoln Steffens, 
Jane Addams, John Dewey, Rabbi Stephen Wise and many others were 
among its early promotors. For many years the noted Negro leader and 
educator, the late Walter White, led the NAACP. Walter White, whose 
light brown hair, blue eyes and fair skin would have enabled him to live 
as a white man — had he chosen to do so — never permitted Communists 
to infiltrate the NAACP, and its leaders have always fought communistic 
influences among Negroes. All efforts to prove Red infiltration or Com- 
munist influence in the organization have been discredited by the facts. 

The president of the NAACP at the present time is Arthur B. 
Spingarn, prominent N. Y. corporation lawyer. On the current roster of 
officers and directors are such outstanding citizens as Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Arthur Hammerstein II, Sen. Herbert Lehman (leading N. Y. Democrat 
and member of the Wall St. banking firm of Lehman Brothers), Dr. John 
Haynes Holmes, Walter Reuther and Sen. Wayne Morse. These are all dis- 
tinguished liberals but they are all vigorously anti-Communist. To accuse 
them of having “Communist leanings” simply because we do not like their 
views is dishonest and cowardly and in itself an aping of Communist 
methods. 

The average NAACP member is a middleclass business or professional 
man, with the chances about 50-50 that he is white. The dues to NAACP 
are $2 a year, the local chapter retaining one dollar and sending the other 
dollar to the national organization. In 1954 the income from dues sent to 
the national office was $271,000. Income from other sources such as con- 
tributions, sale of Christmas seals, etc., brought the total income to 
$466,000. 

The NAACP leadership is motivated by the realization (1) that 
communism’s appeal to the colored races arises out of its doctrine of abso- 
lute race equality through which creed Reds have already won dominion 
over a third of the earth; (2) that since the U. S. professes to lead the free 
world in opposition to communism, we can no longer refuse to practice 
what we preach about justice, equality and democracy; (3) that racial dis- 
crimination in America has given the Reds their most powerful weapon 
against us, hence the U. S. must redeclare its principles of equality and 
freedom for all and live accordingly; (4) that the need for the achieve- 
ment of this aim has become a cold war necessity so pressing that the so- 
cial distress and difficulties created are small in comparison to the issues at 
stake. It is apparent that the Supreme Court has accepted this appraisal of 
our relationship to the course of freedom and justice in the world and is 
moving to bring law to the support of this far-reaching attainment. There 
are many things the NAACP has done that we could not endorse, but these 
facts are too important and far-reaching to be distorted or ignored. 


Pen Rut. AbRee. 
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War and the Secretary of the Navy 
as well as the military committees 
of the two Houses. I knew this for 
I had been on the military commit. 
tee in the Senate. And more than 
that, I had understood perfectly 
that they had tried to surround me 
even as Chairman of my Special 
Committee. 

“I should make it clear that 
these very capable officers did not 
try to get around the President og 
major policies. The Chiefs of Staff 
were always most cooperative. But 
on the administrative level the mili- 
tary usually tried to take over, es 
pecially in the management of pur- 
chases where vast sums of money 
were being spent. 


“I knew, for example, that Army 
and Navy professionals seldom had 
any idea of the value of money, 
They did not seem to care what 
the cost was, and one of my first 
moves was to request a complete 
survey of their whole spending pol- 
icy. As a result, adjustments began 
to come about automatically in the 
Army and Navy.” 

THE CONTINUANCE OF 
SUCH MILITARY VIEWS AND 
PRACTICES is apparent in the re- 
ports that the Navy has lost over $300 
million in miscalculations involved 
in the production of the McDonnell 
jet fighter planes. Congressional in- 
vestigators and newsmen dug out 
this fact after the Navy had tried 
to bury it in the archives of the 
department. Some congressmen are 
still looking into why Westing- 
house and McDonnell Aircraft con- 
tinued production of these planes 
long after engineers and pilots were 
convinced of their inadequacy. No 
fraud is believed to be involved, 
just the haste and bad judgment 
which is accepted as part of the 
environment of modern military 
thinking and, according to Mfr 
Truman’s experience, traditional 
military attitudes on economics. — 

Efforts are currently being made 
to avoid recognition of the fact that 
the giant cumbersome 85 ton atom 
ic cannons, produced at a cost of # 
hundreds of millions of dollars, are 
white elephants. The Army is find- 3% 
ing the behemoths to be entirely # 
impractical as several of them have & 
overturned or bogged down while” 
maneuvering. Focus will now turn 
to development of atomic fire #y 
power of similar calibre with eight 
inch long-range guns. Many Army_ 
engineers were dubious of the 85) 
ton monsters from the first, but) 
the production of the weapons was, 
hastened in the false atmosphere 
fed to Army chiefs by their own) 
propagandists, that “the Russians, 
are about to strike,” propaganda, 
that grossly ignores the true na 
of the Communist threat, 
























